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Saginaw High School
Fostering a Culture of Vocal Excellence
Choir Handbook
Michael Williams, Choir Director
Telephone: 817-306-0914
Email: swilliams01@ems-isd.net
Twitter : @RoughRiderChoir
Remind101: 
A Cappella - text @shsacapp to 81010
Kantorei - text @shskant to 81010
Schola – text @shsschola to 81010

Men’s Choir – text @shsmens to 81010
Treble - text @shstreble to 81010
SHS Choir Expectations

1. Students will be quiet while the teacher is working.
2. Have respect for everyone and everything in the room.

3. Students will participate in all classroom activities.

4. Refrain from eating or drinking in the choir room.

5. Remain in your seat while the teacher is working.

All SHS Behavior Expectations will also be enforced in the choir room.
Consequences 

Please follow all Saginaw High School guidelines and any extra expectations.  It is understandable that students will at sometimes forget the expectations asked of them, but if the expectation is continued to be broken, the director will know that it turns from simple “forgetting” to “not caring”.  Students make a choice every day whether they choose to follow expectations or whether they choose to receive a consequence.  The director will adhere to the following progression of consequences:

1. Outside of School 30 Minute Detention in Choir Room
2. Parent Contact
3. Administrative Referral

Classroom Supplies

Every day you will need the following items:

· 1/2” inch binder for your music
· A Sharpened Pencil

· Blue, Green, Brown, Red, Orange, and Black Colored Pencils

· A Supply Pouch to keep pencils
Concert Etiquette

Choir and Audience members are encouraged to follow some well-established standards for formal concert behavior.

· Refrain from talking during the performance.

· Remain seated for the entire concert if at all possible. If it is absolutely necessary to do so, move only between selections and exit at the door at the back of the cafeteria.

· Wait to re-enter the auditorium until the performing group is finished.

· Applause is the only appropriate form of expressing appreciation. A good rule of thumb is to wait until the conductor lowers his or her hands to indicate the completion of the selection or work.

· Please eliminate disruptions by turning off cell phones and removing small children who are crying or speaking loudly.

· Students are not permitted to leave until the end of the concert and are expected to observe all performing groups. This is part of the educational process.

Grading Procedure

Each student’s grade will be determined with the following percentages:

· Participation, In-Class and Homework Assignments– 40%

· Quizzes, Performances, and Extra Rehearsals – 60%

Participation – Students are expected to participate every day in choir, even if feeling ill.  Students will earn a weekly participation grade, 20 points per day.  Points will be deducted for being tardy, not having their folder/pencil, having gum, using their cell phone inappropriately, being out of their seat, and not participating. 
In-Class and Homework Assignments – These assignments will be given time during the school day, but may have to be completed at home.  Many of the assignments will be score markings which are necessary to better understand music.  Assignments which are submitted after the due date will have 5 points deducted for every day late.

Performances/Extra Rehearsals/Projects – Participation in outside rehearsals and performances are a necessary part of the choral experience.  Every rehearsal and performance is mandatory, only an excused absence, discussed before or after class before the rehearsal/performance, will be allowed.  Certain projects will be assigned throughout the year; these grades will be counted in this category.

· If the six weeks does not include a Performance, Extra Rehearsal or Project, the grade categories will be as follows:

· Participation, In-class and Homework Assignments – 40%

· Quizzes – 60%

Quizzes – These grades will be given to monitor the advancement of the student.  The number of quizzes will vary by class.  Examples of these grades could be sight-reading quizzes, timed solfege tests, or folder checks.

Choir Fee
All choir students are expected to pay a yearly fee of $40.  This payment covers the rental of the student's formal uniform, a choir t-shirt, and food at social events.  This fee is due by August 31st. 
Formal Uniforms

Ladies – You will rent a black dress for our program.  Ladies will need to supply formal black shoes when wearing their dress.  Black tennis shoes, flip flops, house shoes, or “Toms”-like shoes WILL NOT BE ALLOWED.  Excessive jewelry is not appropriate; stud earrings will be allowed.  Hair should be neat and pulled back away from the face, half-up/half-down.

Men – You will rent a tuxedo shirt, black tuxedo pants, a black tuxedo jacket, and black bow tie from the school.  Men will need to purchase black dress shoes. Jewelry is not appropriate.  Hair should be neat and maintained.

Choir Descriptions
· A Cappella - Saginaw High School's Varsity Mixed Choir, this group is an audition-based choir open to any student in the SHS Choir program.  Students are expected to have an understanding proper vocal tone production and advanced music reading skills.  Students in this choir participate in the UIL Concert and Sight Reading Competition in April.  Students in this ensemble are REQUIRED to participate in a solo/ensemble contest and the North Texas Choral Classic.  They are also expected to participate in voice lessons and in the TMEA All-State process.
· Kantorei -  Saginaw High School's Junior Varsity Treble Choir, this group is an audition-based choir open to any student in the SHS Choir program.  Students are expected to have an understanding proper vocal tone production and music reading skills.  Students in this choir participate in the UIL Concert and Sight Reading Competition in April, and are expected to audition in the TMEA All-State process and compete in UIL Solo and/or Ensemble.  They are also expected to participate in voice lessons.
· Schola - Saginaw High School's Junior Varsity Men’s Choir, this group is an audition-based choir open to any student in the SHS Choir program.  Students are expected to have an understanding proper vocal tone production and music reading skills.  Students in this choir participate in the UIL Concert and Sight Reading Competition in April, and are expected to audition in the TMEA All-State process and compete in UIL Solo and/or Ensemble.  They are also expected to participate in voice lessons.
· Treble Choir - Saginaw High School's Beginning Women's Choir, this group is open to any female student who wishes to be a part of the SHS Choir program.  Students are expected to learn proper vocal tone production and music reading skills.  Students in this choir may choose to audition in the TMEA All-State process and compete in UIL Solo and/or Ensemble.  They may also choose to participate in voice lessons.
· Men's Choir - Saginaw High School's Beginning Men's Choir, this group is open to any male student who wishes to be a part of the SHS Choir program.  Students are expected to learn proper vocal tone production and music reading skills.  Students may choose to audition in the TMEA All-State process and compete in UIL Solo and/or Ensemble.  They may also choose to participate in voice lessons.
Auditions are held at the end of the school year.  Students are expected to vocalize, sing one of their spring contest pieces, read a rhythm example, and sight-sing an 8 measure example.  Ultimately, students must remember that every day in choir is an audition.
Spring Trip

We will be organizing a spring trip this year.  More information will be provided at a later date.  Fundraisers are planned throughout the school year to help pay for the trip.  Our hope is that every student’s trip is completed paid for through fundraising.  If you would like to attend the spring trip, but need help in the payment process, please contact Mr. Williams.
Fundraising

It is everyone’s responsibility to help support the choir program.  Our fundraisers will help pay for many choral items such as new music, assist in funding transportation, and assist in funding choral competitions throughout the year.  If you do not wish for your child to participate, that is perfectly acceptable.  If you do not wish for your child to participate in the fundraiser, we ask that you make a donation to the choir of $50. 

Voice Lessons
Voice lessons are offered through the choir program as a way to enhance the students’ musical learning.  They are similar to having a private tutor for any other course your student may take.  Lessons occur once a week for approximately 30 minutes, during the student’s class, before, or after school.  Voice lessons are imperative for the progression of your student’s singing ability.  Payments must be made in advance, and can be made directly to the voice teacher at the rate of $68 per 4 weeks.  

Choir Lettermen Jackets
Students have the ability to earn a Lettermen jacket through their participation in choir.  A total of 15 points must be earned by the student to be eligible for a jacket.  Points may be earned through yearly participation in choir, participation in the All-State process, and participation in UIL Solo and Ensemble and State Solo and Ensemble.  Students will be given the opportunity to apply and purchase a jacket in the Fall and Spring. 

Student Information Sheet
Submit this and the travel form, on the reverse side, and the EMS ISD Drug Testing Consent Form by August 24th!!! Choir Fee of $40 is due by August 31st!
Student’s Name: ___________________________________
Grade: ____________
Birthday: _________________
Shirt Size: _______________
Student’s Email: _____________________________________________
Mom’s Name:

 _________________________
· Email:
 
 _________________________
· Work Number:
 _________________________
Dad’s Name: 

__________________________
· Email:

__________________________
· Work Number:
__________________________
I have located the SHS Choir Handbook on the SHS Choir Website, read it, and agree with all the procedures put in place to give myself/my child a solid music education.  I have completed the travel/medical release form on the back of this page.
____________________________________________________________
Student’s Signature




Parent’s Signature
SAGINAW HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR
TRAVEL PERMISSION/MEDICAL RELEASE

I hereby grant permission for my child ___________________________ to participate in and attend the choir activities listed on the choir calendar. I understand that events marked in bold type are required events.  I understand that when there is a school sponsored trip my child will be accompanied by and will be under the direct supervision of school personnel.  I agree that although my student is not on the SHS Campus, all school regulations and guidelines are in effect for all students.  I agree that the school and/or school personnel are not to be held liable for damages caused by my child or any accident or injury sustained by said child. I hereby authorize Eagle Mountain - Saginaw I.S.D. to seek emergency medical attention for my child in the event the parent or guardian cannot be reached.

__________________________________            ____________________​__________
Parent or Guardian 
Mailing Address

__________________________________ 
           ______________________________
Telephone/Cell 
Phone City Zip

__________________________________ __________________________________

Insurance Company 
Policy and/or Group #

__________________________________ __________________________________

Medical Conditions 
Allergies

______________________________________________________________________

***Emergency contact person and phone number in case parents cannot be reached.***

__________________________________ __________________________________

Any special instructions concerning your child which we should be aware of:


____________________________________________________________________
STUDENT SIGNATURE
DATE

____________________________________________________________________

PARENT SIGNATURE
DATE

COMPLETE AND RETURN TO SHS CHOIR BY 
08/24/18
Saginaw High School Choir Letter Jacket Application

Criteria
Choir students have the opportunity to earn a Choir Letter Jacket. A student must earn 15 points to receive a letter jacket. All points are cumulative within a year and carry over from year to year. A music student moving into Saginaw High School from another Texas public school will have points assigned based on the Saginaw High School Choir point system, after verification by the previous director. 

Any choir student that quits choir during the four year period is ineligible to receive a letter jacket based on participation in the event they return to choir. 

MEASURING AND ORDERING: Students earning jackets will be measured in November and March. Point totals will be calculated prior to each date. Participation points are added at the end of the year. 
Choir Award Jacket Point Sheet
Honor Organization Participation: 
Points 
Earned/Year 
(Points will add on as positions are earned.) 

HS TMEA District Auditions
2 
_____ / _____ 


HS TMEA Region Treble Choir 
2 
_____ / _____ 

HS TMEA Region Mixed Choir 
3 
_____ / _____ 

HS TMEA Area Candidates (top 5) 
4 
_____ / _____ 

HS TMEA All-State Choir 
6 
_____ / _____ 

SWACDA Honor Choir Member
4
_____ / _____

ACDA Honor Choir Member
6
_____ / _____

Individual Music Competitions: 
UIL Regional Solo and Ensemble 


Division I Rating:
Class I Solo 
4 
_____ / _____ 




Class II Solo 
3 
_____ / _____ 




Class III Solo 
2 
_____ / _____ 


Division I Rating: 
Class I Small Ensemble 
3 
_____ / _____ 




Class II Small Ensemble 
2 
_____ / _____ 




Class III Small Ensemble 
1 
_____ / _____ 


Division I Rating: 
Medium Ensemble 
1 
_____ / _____ 


Division II Rating: 
Class I Solo
3
_____ / _____

UIL State Solo and Ensemble 


Division I Rating: 
Solo
5 
_____ / _____ 



Small Ensemble 
3 
_____ / _____ 


Division II Rating: 
Solo 
3 
_____ / _____ 

Student leadership:

Hold a Choir student leadership position
2
_____ / _____

 Two Hours of Director Approved Community Service
1
_____ / _____

Participation: 
To receive participation points, students must have successfully completed one year, enrolled in the choir program, fulfilling all responsibilities as defined by the campus choir director and printed in the campus choir handbook. 

Ninth (9th) grade year 
2 
_____ / _____ 


Tenth (10th) grade year 
2 
_____ / _____ 


Eleventh (11th) grade year 
2 
_____ / _____ 


Twelfth (12th) grade year 
6 
_____ / _____ 


12th grade (w/ 3 previous yrs. successful completion) 
9 
_____ / _____ 


SHS Show Choir participation
1/year
_____ / _____

Total points earned: ____________ 
(A total of 15 points is required to qualify for a Letter Jacket.) 
My signature verifies that all above information is true and accurate. 

________________________________________ 
Classification/year _____ / _____ 

SHS Choir Dates for 2018-2019
(Additional Dates will be added and All Dates are Subject to change)

Bolded Items are Mandatory 
August
2nd – Fish Camp Rehearsal, 1:30 p.m. SHS Choir Room (A Cappella Only)
4th – Senior Saturday, 9:00 a.m. SHS Choir Room
6th – Fish Camp Rehearsal, 1:30 p.m. SHS Choir Room (A Cappella Only)

7th – Fish Camp Pep Rally, Time 9:00 a.m. (A Cappella Only)

23rd – 1st Leadership Meeting
24th – Afterschool Ice Cream Social

September

4th – All-State Decision Day!!!
4th -1st Tri-M Meeting
11th – Choir Booster Meeting, 6:30 p.m., SHS Choir Room

21st – Painting Social at Painting with a Twist Saginaw

22nd – TMEA All-State Round 1 Auditions, Keller HS, Keller ISD
26th – SHS Homecoming Carnival

October
15th - SHS Cluster Concert, 7:00 p.m., call 6:30 p.m., SHS Auditorium (A Cappella Only)

18th – SHS Fall Concert, 7:00 p.m., call 6:30 p.m., SHS Auditorium
20th – TMEA All-State Round 2 & 9th/10th Grade Auditions, Grandbury HS
24th – Trunk or Treat
November
9th/10th – TMEA Region Clinic/Concert, Weatherford HS

13th – SHS Choir Thanksgiving Dinner, 6:30 p.m., SHS Auditorium Foyer

15th – TMEA Round 3 Auditions, FUMC Fort Worth

27th/29th – “Sweets with Santa” Auditions after school
December

20th – “Sweets with Santa” Concert, $5 admission, 7:00 p.m., call 6:30 p.m., SHS Auditorium

21st – UIL/EMS ISD Solo Decision Day!!!
January

12th – TMEA Area Auditions
25th – Movie Night, SHS Choir Room, $2/person
26th – SHS Solo and Ensemble Contest, SHS, $5/person
31st – UIL Solo and Ensemble Recital, 6:00 p.m., SHS Choir Room 

February
5th/7th – SHS Has Talent Show Auditions

9th – Solo and Ensemble, Chisholm Trail HS
13th-16th – TMEA Conference in San Antonio (Mr. Williams out-of-school)
19th – EMS ISD MS Pre-UIL Concert, SHS Auditorium

21st – SHS Has Talent Show Rehearsal

22nd – SHS Has Talent!, $5 admission, 7:00 p.m., SHS Auditorium

26th – SHS Cluster Men’s Social, SHS Choir Room 5:30 p.m.

March

6th – MS Region 30 UIL contest, SHS Auditorium

10th-18th –SHS Band and Choir Spring Trip, Ireland

19th – SHS Cluster Women’s Social, SHS Auditorium, 5:30 p.m. 
30th – A Cappella @ North Texas Choral Classic Pre-UIL Competition, Chisholm Trail HS
April
4th/5th - Region 30 UIL Concert and Sight-reading Competition, Chisholm Trail HS

16th – Contest Celebration Concert, 7:00 p.m., call 6:30 p.m., SHS Auditorium

30th/May 2nd  – Spring Pop Show Auditions
May

23rd – SHS Spring Pop Concert, 7:00 p.m., call 6:30 p.m., SHS Auditorium, $5 Admission
24th/25th – State Solo and Ensemble, UT Austin
31st – SHS Graduation (A Cappella Only)
Every day in Choir is an Audition!
9

